Sept. 4, 


One of the many orientation groups tours the Haverhill Campus. 


Rise in fees to 
alance budget 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Student fees at Northern Essex 
Community College were raised to 
$10 per credit hour to compensate for 
the cut in the college’s budget. Other 
increases affecting the students are a 
$25 charge for each student applica- 
tion, an increase in technology fees 
from $10 to $20 and an increase in 
the charge for transcripts from $1 to 
$10. 

These new revenues, according 
to President David Hartleb, are 
expected to offset the cut in the bud- 


get set by the state. 

“T hate to raise the fees but it 
should raise $1 million,” Hartleb 
said. “Which offsets the $1 million 
cut set by the state.” 

The Board of Trustees approved 
the increases on June 5. “Our fees are 
still below all the other two and four 
year schools,” Hartleb explained. 
“Some of the other community col- 
leges went up to $20.” 

New fees are not the only factors 
affecting the students, the counseling 
center has been permanently termi- 
nated and the medical assisting pro- 
gram has been put on hold for one 
year. 


———_¢6——_ 


I hate to raise fees but it should raise 


$1 million. 


—President David Hartleb 


Legendary band 


Aerosmith rocks the 
Tweeter Center 
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By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The Northern Essex commu- 
nity suffered an enormous loss 
on Aug. 9, when longtime admin- 
istrator and professor Chet 
Hawrylciw died unexpectedly at 
age 58. 

Hawrylciw, associate dean of 
Humanities, Human Services and 
Social Sciences, joined NECC in 
the fall of 1970 in the 
Department of History and 
Government. As a longtime fix- 
ture on campus Hawrylciw will 
be missed not just as an adminis- 
trator but also as a friend and 
colleague to many. 

“There was great admiration 
and fondness for Chet,” said 
Cathy Sanderson, assistant dean 
of Humanities, Social Sciences 
and Human Service Professions. 
“T don’t know anyone who does- 
n’t feel his loss.” 

Sanderson added, “One of 
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Features 


Meet the old 
time favorite 
Bozo the Clown 


Professional 
stage protest 


Governor Swifts 
veto for increase in 


pay sets off protest 


By- JAY-Hosson-——~ 
News Editor 


Three days after the nation cele- 
brates Labor Day and the American 
worker, the professional staff at 
NECC will walk off their jobs for 15 
minutes in protest of a vetoed pay 
raise. 

Judy Kelleher, chief steward of 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME) at NECC, said the action 
on Thursday, Sept. 5 is in protest of 
Gov. Jane Swift’s budget veto and is 
not against NECC or the administra- 
tion. 


File photo 


Chet Hawrylciw 


Chet’s most valuable traits was 
his ability to build teams and get 
people to work with him.” 
Sanderson believed 
Hawrylciw to be one of the foun- 
dations in the academic depart- 
ment. “There is going to be a big 
hole,” Sanderson said. “We were 
not prepared for his leaving.” 
One of Hawrylciw’s greatest 


"Jay Hobson photo 
Chief Steward Judy Kelleher 


See Professional, page 5 
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The kind of man 
Chet was is rare 
and cannot be 
replaced. 
—President 
David Hartleb 


accomplishments on campus was 
creating College for Kids. The 
five-week summer program is for 
kids 11 to 13 years old. 

“Chet loved being with them 
and he was extremely effective,” 
Sanderson said. 

Everyone who knew 
Hawrylciw said he had a genuine 
care for everyone he knew, espe- 
cially the people who worked for 
him. 


See Colleague, page 5 
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Rise in student fees 
affects everyone 


The students are balancing the 
budget here at NECC. 

Many changes have happened 
from the spring semester to the fall 
semester. 

Tuition can’t be raised because 
the Board of Higher Education sets 
it, so the Board of Trustees and 
President David Hartleb have 
approved an increase to fees of $10 
per credit hour. Yes, many schools 
went up to $20, but if you think about 
it if you take five three-credit cours- 
es you are paying an additional $150 
over last year. Now it sounds worse 
doesn’t it? 

Think about what you could by 
with an extra $150. For most of us 
that’s the price of our books or our 
monthly car insurance bill. 

The next fee students have to pay 
is the new $25 application fee for 
incoming students. Returning stu- 
dents don’t have to shell out the 
money, but any new student has to 
pay the fee instead of buying pants 


and a shirt at Marshalls. 

How about graduating students 
who now have to pay $10 for tran- 
scripts. The fee used to be $1. So, by 
chance you apply to 10 schools you 
now have to give the school an addi- 
tional $100 just for your grades. 

Then there is the increase to the 
technology fees from $10 to $20. 
Does any one even know what this 
fee is? Called the Bursar’s office and 
they didn’t even know. If you are a 
technology student, you probably 
know about the fee. 

So as the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts’ economy continues 
to suffer, NECC is making an addi- 
tional $1 million off their students. 

Some of you maybe saying, “It 
doesn’t affect me, my parents pay my 
tuition” or “I have financial aid, the 
fee increase is covered.” Well, it does 
affect your parents and your financial 
aid doesn’t go up to compensate for 
the fee increases. So in reality you 
have less money for books and addi- 
tional courses you'd like to take. 

It affects everyone except for the 
administration and the faculty. Just 
the students and their families. 


Welcome back students, faculty 
and administrators. And of course 
welcome aboard to all of the new 
NECC students. 

Some of you may know me, oth- 
ers may not. My name is Gayle 
Simone and this is my second semes- 
ter as the Observer editor. 

I hope, with the staff's help, to 
accomplish having an outstanding 
paper again this semester. 

If you know me then you know I 
“bleed black & gold.” Hint, think 
hockey. 

Please feel free to email me at 
SimoneGabby!8@AOL.com with 
comments or concerns. 
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Whatis the best thing you 


Allen Bennett, Academic Advisor Mark Godfrey, Physics 
“Not to answer that question.” “I moved back to Massachusetts 
from New York.” 


Laurie Kelly White, Medical 
“My family rented a house in 
Hampton beach for a whole month.” 


Gayle Simone & Michael Boucher Photos 


Cynthia Watt, Business 
“I got a new puppy. It’s a Jack 
Russell terrier.” 


Ted Kennedy, Networking 
“My girlfriend and I had a baby 
named Taylor-Catherine.” 


Kathryne Murray, Journalism 
“IT took a week off and went to 
Indiana with friends.” 
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Haverhill is too cumbersome and isn’t 
worthy enough to receive a nuclear zone aid 


The Merrimack is in 
some serious trouble 
that needs to be fixed. 


Okay the headline is mis- 
leading. Of course Haverhill 
deserves nuclear zone aid. If 
Amesbury, Merrimac, Newbury, 


Newburyport, Salisbury, and 
West Newbury can get aid, we 
should too. The citizens of 
Haverhill want to be protected 
from any attack on the Seabrook 
power plant. But protection 
costs money. And working for 
the money takes time. 

James Michitson, Haverhill’s 
emergency management direc- 
tor, says including Haverhill in 
the zone would be cumbersome, 
according to The Boston Sunday 
Globe (see August 4, 2002 issue, 
City mulls pursuing nuclear 
zone aid). This was only in ref- 
erence to a small two square 
mile area called Rocks Village. 
Haverhill is approximately 36 
square miles. Why should about 
1 percent of Haverhill be too 
“cumbersome” to include in a 
plan that has been conducted in 
six other communities since the 
plant has been created? 

Imagine this scenario. On the 


‘Bush distracts constituency with Daddy’s 


By Matt WEAVER 
Arkansas Traveler (U. Arkansas) 


(U-WIRE)FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.- 
Even the most hard-nosed of the card 
carrying Christian Coalitionists must 
see George W. Bush’s latest sleight 
of hand for what it is. 

Here’s the scenario: Junior 
waltzes into the presidency on the 
coattails of a burgeoning Clintonian 
economy, which existed only 
because his father’s indecisiveness 
and “read my lips” backtracking 


Send a letter to 


the Observer. 


Send Email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 
newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


news it was announced that the 
Seabrook power plant is going to 
be attacked in 30 minutes. You 
have several choices for the situ- 
ation. The first solution is to pro- 
tect yourself. The other is to run 
as fast as you can in the opposite 
direction. In 30 minutes you 
could reach Boston on time by 
speeding. 
You could 
instead go 
to a fallout 
shelter that 
would be 
approxi- 
mately5 to 
10 minutes 
from your 
house. It’s 
just then 
aeoleter 
thinking 
about the 
fallout 
shelter that 
you realize 
don’t have 
one. Before you know it you’ll 
see a bright flash and then 
bang... You just had a nightmare. 

If you did have a nightmare 
or just a quick chill up your 
spine, it won’t be too surprising 
to know you’re not the only one. 
Many concerned residents of the 
Merrimack Valley area have 


made calls to anyone important: 


who can make a _ change. 
Honestly, I feel people shouldn’t 
have to come to this point of 


forced the American people to take a 
fresh breath of Democratic air. The 
two simple reasons little boy George 
got to take that waltz were his 
father’s failures and Clinton’s 
“bimbo eruptions,” as they were so 
lovingly referred to by Clinton aide 
George £tephanopolous. 

No one seemed to notice that, in 
swift response to the sweeping tax 
cuts that got Bush elected, the econo- 
my began taking a nose-dive just 
before those planes did. 

But by the time the dust cleared, 
no one cared any longer. The world 
was ending, the sky was falling and 
Dubya had the perfect diversion in 
his lap. Public opinion soared as a 
divided people were united under a 
president whose speech writers lent 
him just the right mixture of sorrow- 
fulness and suppressed rage, while 
all he could do was stumble over ele- 
vated prose and offer his patent 
hound dog eyes and ranch hand 
demeanor. 

So troops were amassed and 
bombs were loaded in patriotic fer- 
vor while consumer mistrust gave 
way to unsupported, top-heavy bud- 
gets nationwide. Confidence in the 
American dollar fluttered away in the 
breeze like shredded Enron letter- 
heads. A little more than three quar- 
ters later, Bush’s cavalry still hasn’t 
brought back the correct scalp, and 
his little game of cowboys and 
Indians is getting old. 

Blood lust wears off quickly, 
even on a national scale. 

Meanwhile, the economy is still 
floundering as small-town govern- 
ments across America are forced to 
lay off “extraneous” employees 


asking for things you hope to 
expect. What are all those offi- 
cials in their state offices doing? 

I find things to be more 
appalling after reading further in 
The Globe article. Not only does 
Michitson believe getting zone 
aid for Haverhill to be a hassle, 
but also he believes all of 
Haverhill 
should 
fae Orel vac 
zone aid. 
Oh well. 
That’ s 
great! He 
thinks we 
meedi it; 
and he’s 
hesitating 
to- ‘get~ it 
Maybe our 
own emer- 
gency plan 
will do 
fine just 
like he 
said in the 


Globe. 
I find one problem about our 
emergency plan. What is it? I 


have lived in Haverhill for 
almost 13 years and I don’t 
recall any such plan. I heard one 
time that if there were anything 
seriously wrong at the Seabrook 
reactor that the sirens on 
Haverhill’s power line poles 
would go off. Did anybody 
check those sirens recently? 
Anyway what do you do or 


because of over-inflated budgets 
based on the previous year’s hefty 
returns and subsequent predictions. 
In a panic, Bush reaches way back in 
the family coffer of dirty laundry so 
as not to be found out. 

After digging around through the 
various scandals and snafus, he 
comes up with none other than the 
old family standby, the favored dis- 
traction of the dawn of the 1990s. 

“T know!” Dubya exclaims. “I'll 
just keep the artillery in roughly the 
same geographical area and restart 
my Daddy’s war!” 

(Disclaimer: That was by no 
means a direct quote. In real life, he 
would have had far too much trouble 
with the word “geographical.”) 

So there you have it, ladies and 
gentlemen. Baby Bush got antsy and 
pulled Iraq out of Papa Bush’s back 
pocket. Ta-da! Aren’t-you amazed? 
When The Washington Post broke 
the story of talk on Dupont Circle 
concerning leveling a familiar piece 
of real estate slightly west of the one 
we’ve been hammering back to the 
Stone Age for the better part of a 
year, it took a while for me to figure 
out where it was all coming from. 

I may have been dozing, but it 
seemed to me that our old playmate 
Saddam had been relatively dormant 
for quite some time. 

He poses no greater threat now 
than he did when Bush Sr. reluctant- 
ly gave him his first whipping. (I’m 
talking about Saddam, not Dubya — 
stay with me.) 

But if Saddam pops up with an 
errant grumble every now and again, 
let him. His pride’s still hurt, and he’s 
getting a bit grumpier in_ his 


where do you go when they do 
go off? I didn’t even think of 
these things before I wrote this 
story. This is almost too over- 
whelming. 

Rocks Village shouldn’t have 
to worry too 
Ts wc ch 
Federal and 
state _ offi- 
cials are 
looking into 


ac 


If the Seabrook 


being protected. It does not 
make sense to have emergency 
plans if some people haven’t 
even heard about them before. 
What would be the use? 
Somewhere in between we need 
a compromise. 
Like said 
before, every city 
in the Merrimack 
Valley area needs 
protection. If it 


adding them power plant were to includes money, 
to the ° ° time and patience, 
nuclear aid explode, radioactive I’m sure people 
zone. I don’t waste would spread who really care 
believe pro- will take time to 
tecting just all over. figure out a solu- 


part of 
Haverhill in 
the plan will 
benefit everybody. 

Underlying everything is a 
theoretical truth. If the Seabrook 
power plant were to explode, 
radioactive waste would spread 
all over. Factors like wind would 
intensify the distance the waste. 
Most of Haverhill is 12 miles 
from Seabrook. If wind became 
a factor, the waste could be all 
around the area, even in sur- 
rounding communities like 
Groveland and Methuen. 

The Merrimack Valley as a 
whole is in trouble. It makes 
sense to protect those communi- 
ties close to the reactor. It also 
makes sense to protect the com- 
munities 10 miles past the other 
six communities that are already 


advanced age. The man will be dead 
soon anyhow, so there’s no reason 
not to let him shoot off at the mouth. 

I, for one, am tired of America’s 
police state mentality. The excuse is 
used that the Iraqi people want us 
there, that they truly desire our help 
in ousting their illustrious heiro- 
phant. But I somehow doubt they 
would like to see their cities leveled 
and their children murdered. 

And thanks to Ridley Scott and 
his unsettlingly true-to-life film, 
“Blackhawk Down,” we all know 
what happens when we try to depose 
a dictator. 

Missions get fubared, objectives 
get shot to hell and Americans die in 
vain. 

Nothing gets accomplished. 

But then I realized Dubya’s rea- 
soning. Surprisingly, it is two-fold, 
whereas I was convinced he was only 
capable of one. Not only can he play 
at finishing what Daddy started, he 
can also keep up the ruse and save 
face for commanding the single most 


tion. I’m sure the 
citizens of the 
other cities beside 
the six that are already protected 
will take their time to learn city- 
mandated emergency plans. It’s 
most likely going to be taken out 
of our tax money so we might as 
well cooperate. 

Well I hope our government 
agrees on something before we 
all get attacked. I don’t have 
anything against James 
Michitson, but I hope he’ll get 
all of Haverhill covered in the 
nuclear zone aid plan. For the 
rest of you living elsewhere 
besides in Amesbury, Merrimac, 
Newbury, Newburyport, 
Salisbury, and West Newbury, 
good luck. 


cause 


powerful military in the known uni- 
verse and not being able to find one 
bearded, turbaned and probably very 
amused Arab, all in one fell swoop. 

It’s the latest of lucky breaks in a 
presidential term chock full of them. 
Now I must admit Dubya has his 
strong points. He’s charming, 
straightforward and charismatic, but 
so is Charles Manson. He has made 
use of his positive qualities well in 
the post-Sept. 11 chaos, and he has 
shined like the crazy diamond he is. 

But the almost comical nick-of- 
time facelift he received from the 
WTC disaster has begun to droop. 
Instead of owning up to his short- 
comings and finding real solutions to 
very real problems, he has opted for 
the quick fix a la 1991. He’s trying to 
transform his first term into his 
father’s vicarious second term fol- 
lowing an eight-year hiatus. 

He needs to quit playing with 
Daddy’s toys before he finds himself 
truly following in his father’s foot- 
steps. 


| ning a special 


e send any jouer, stories or “choles ts the 
. Observer@necc.mass.edu or drop them by the 


: Heeipcr located | in us Student Center. 


Deadline for sitmslesions is 


Sept. 11, 2002. 
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Cell phone foray 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Everyone, it 
. seems, has a cell 
| phone. I say “it 
" seems” because | 
am one of the 
few, the proud 
a(and the brave) 
who do not and 
~ will not buy a cell 
phone or subscribe to a cell phone 
service. Ever. 

I see them everywhere. People 
who remind me of the silhouettes on 
a cable sci-fi channel who give rude 
comments during some bad 
science fiction movie they 
had antennae sticking out of 
the sides of their heads too. 

Picture the scene, you’re 
driving down the road and as 
you approach the car in front 
of you, you notice the driver’s 
silhouette is alien he/she has 
an has an antenna sticking out 
where an ear should be. This person 
sometimes has a passenger that is 
being ignored while he/she is on the 
phone. In the words of Jar-Jar Binks 
“How rude!” 

Funny. 

Not always. Sometimes being on 
the phone while driving is downright 
dangerous. Like the time a driver, 
while talking on her cell phone, ran 
the stop sign near my home and 
almost elevated me to a statistic on 


Department of Public Safety spread- 
sheet. 

As with anything there is the 
responsibility factor. Cell phones in 
and of themselves are not the prob- 
lem, it’s the flesh and blood holding 
the phone. To borrow a line from gun 
owners phones don’t kill, people do. 

It can’t be that expensive to 
obtain a “hands free” version of a cell 
phone for use while driving. So what 
if you look like your talking to your- 
self. You'll be saving lives and pro- 
tecting property and doing your part 
to reduce insurance costs! (Picture 
me holding a cell phone owner by the 
lapels and shaking vigorously.) 

So there you have it. The solution 
that has the potential to 
solve most of if not all 
the world’s problems is 
the same one needed to 
be practiced by cell 
phone users-be responsi- 
ble and pay attention to 
what you’re doing, not to 
the conversation on the 
phone. Conversations 
can be repeated, lives can’t. 

Or better yet, you can join Mary 
Wilkinson of Kissimmee, Fla. who, 
fed up with the restrictions and 
inconveniences of cell phone compa- 
nies and their contracts, plans to 
“toss my cell phone out the window 
as soon as my contract is over”. 
Welcome Mary, to the ranks of the 
few, the proud and the brave. 


Do you need stamps? 
What about a bus pass? 


Hey everybody at NECC. My 
name is Michael Boucher. I’m the 
opinion editor and advertising man- 
ager at the Observer. First of all, let 
me tell you a little bit about myself. 
I just recently graduated from 
Haverhill High School in June 
2002. I’m attending Necco in my 
fourth semester of Journalism. Now 
if you’re doing the math in your 
head and trying to figure out how it 
is possible for me to be in my fourth 
semester here, please allow me to 
explain. At my old high school, 
there was a program recently cut by 
Acting Gov. Jane Swift called the 
Dual-Enrollment Program. This 
program allowed me to go to col- 
lege here for two semesters during 
my senior at high school. To cut a 
long story short, I sped up my time 
in school by one year. My goal is to 
earn my bachelor’s degree and 
graduate with a dual major of 
Journalism and Film Directing 
before I turn 21. My birthday is 


June 9 so I should be 20 by the time 
I graduate. (Most college gradua- 
tions are in May). 

If you guessed it, I’m very 
much into film. Hey if you’re not 
busy and you want to help me make 
a movie (or a comedy skit, etc.) 
send me an email. I’m also into 
playing basketball so sometimes I’Il 
be in the gym playing ball. I serious 
got to work on my game. You might 
see me playing some pool in the 
gym area too. I have some crazy 
skill playing pool. Yeah besides 
that, I like driving my car, and hang- 
ing with friends and doing new 
things. If you have some advertise- 
ments to put in the paper, call me at 
(978)-556-3634 (and only call for 
ads), Pll hook you up with some 
good deals. Drop me some lines at 
brillo boucher@yahoo.com _ for 
anything. Checkout my web site too 
at http://www.geocities.com/bril- 
lo_boucher/. 


Bookstore hours 
and return policy 


Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? i 


What opportunities are available at the college? Sehr 19 


; Sept. 4 Haverhill 9:00 a.m. 
The answer to all these questions and more are found at Haverhill 8:30 a.m. p.m. 


the NECC Student Activities and Ace Bee oe 


Orientation Department. p.m. 
Sept. 20 


"LE : : Sept. 5 Haverhill 9:00 a.m. 
You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount movie Haverhill 8: 30 a.m. p.m. 


tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even get a pes : Lawrence a 
Lawrence 8: 30 a.m. p.m. 


free meal, just for stopping by! p.m. 
Sept. 21 
Haverhill 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 


| ca a” i. Sept. 6 
St Ul d e in t Act ivi t 4 es & ead ee Lanmene 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 


Lawrence 8:30 a.m. p.m. 
p.m. 


a = = : 4 
Orientation oS : 
Haverhill 9:00 A full refund will be given on 


p.m. textbooks if : 
Lawrence 9:00 a.m. : 1. You remember your 


Open Monday — Friday 10am — 2pm, pm. receipt. 


2. Return the book by: 


evenings by appointment Feri €30°ee. Son 


p.m. 3. Book must be in original 
Lawrence 8:30 a.m. condition. 
p.m. 


Haverhill Campus = Student Center, F1 33 Sept. 13 *Dropped Classes: If you 
Lawrence Campus PY Dimitry Building Room 133 Haverhill 8:30 a.m. - 7: 00 drop a class you can return 


REFUND POLICY 


p.m. your books up to October 2, 
Lawrence 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 provided you offer a drop 


Tel: 978 556 3731 p.m. slip and your receipt. 
Or check us at on the web at: a Sept. 14 


ae Pe *Last day for financial aid is 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/student/student_activities.shtml 


Haverhill 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 September 20. 
p.m. 

Lawrence 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 

p.m. 


Page 5 NECC Observer 


Sept. 4, 2002 


Colleague, 
friend missed 


Continued from page | 


Paul Bevilacqua, vice president 
and dean of Academic Affairs, said 
Hawryleiw always protected his 
staff. “When we voted [at staff meet- 
ings] if it was five to one and he was 
the one,” Bevilacqua said. “He 
would say it was a tie or that he 
won.” 

President David Hartleb remem- 
bered Hawrylciw as strong-willed 
also. “He had strong opinions and 
represented them well,” Hartleb 
recalled. “But he was never disre- 
spectful and he didn’t create alien- 
ation.” 

Although the campus will miss 
Hawryleiw in the academic world, 
many will miss the personal side of 
him also. 

Both Sanderson and Bevilacqua 
had personal memories to share 
about Hawrylciw. 

“I remember he never had any 
money in his pocket,’ Sanderson 
chuckled. “He would run for subs in 
the Building 19 plaza and not have 
any money. The lady still gave him 
the subs.” 

Bevilacqua’s recollection was 
about a road trip he had taken with 
Hawrylciw. “About 10 years ago, 
Chet and I decided to go to a 
Pawtucket Red Sox game. Chet 
offered to drive because he just 
bought a-new car,” Bevilacqua said 
pausing to laugh as he remembered 
the story. “I was having car trouble 
so I didn’t mind. It was one of those 
hot summer days. We had the win- 
dows down because the breeze was 


Haverhill Campus 


Lawrence Campus 
Monday, September 76th 
Dimitry Building Atriam 
Noon - 1PM & 

5:30 - 6:30 PM 


Noon - 1PM 


For more. information 
Orientation at pensar 


nice until we hit heavy traffic on 
128.” Laughing Bevilacqua contin- 
ued, “I then asked him to roll up the 
windows and put on the AC, but he 
said the breeze was nice. We went on 
for 5,10 minutes like that until final- 
ly he yelled out, ‘I don’t have air 
conditioning’, I couldn’t believe it,” 
Bevilacqua said. “He said, “you 
don’t know how many car dealer- 
ships I had to go to, to find a car with 
out air conditioning’.” 

,Gany you, believes’ 1t2” 
Bevilacqua asked. “He went looking 
for a car without air conditioning.” 

With the laughter aside, NECC 
enters the fall semester with a loss 
not easily forgotten. 

“The kind of man Chet was is 
rare and cannot be replaced, “ 
Hartleb said. 

Sally Hawrylciw has established 
the Chester Hawrylciw Memorial 
Scholarship. Donations should be 
made out to the NECC Foundation, 
Inc. and noted on the bottom of the 
check for the above scholarship. 
Please send donations to Jean Poth, 


vice president Institutional 
Advancement, at the following 
address: 


Jean C. Poth, 
Vice President for 
Advancement 


Institutional 


Northern Essex Community College 


Office of Institutional Advancement 
100 Elliot Street 

Haverhill, MA 01830 

Tel: 978-556-3624 


Monday, September 23rd 
Library Conterence Area 


Professional staff protests 


Continued from page | 


“We had a negotiated, executed, 
approved and funded contract yet 
thirteen months after its inception it’s 
vetoed,” said Kelleher, who works at 
NECC as an accountant in the con- 
troller’s office. 

In a document dated July 29 and 
addressed to “the Honorable Senate 
and House of 


programs and services, while main- 
taining fiscal solvency on the cam- 
puses. Indeed, if these contracts were 
allowed to go into effect, a number of 
campuses would likely have to 
implement significant numbers of 
emergency layoffs, over and above 
the widespread early retirements that 
hit public higher education last year. 


and all are expected to participate, 
according to Kelleher. 

State and Federal employees can- 
not legally strike, however an “infor- 
mational picket” where workers vol- 
untarily use their own time and coffee 
breaks—such as Thursday’s “unified, 
coordinated coffee break”—is not a 
strike. 

“The pay increase 
ready to be 


2 pe ee ¢ ¢ was 
ayes implemented months 


Gov. Swift out- 
lines her reasons 
for the veto. Gov. 
Swift states, under 
the heading 
Higher Education, 
“T have vetoed 
$38 million from 
the Legislature’s 
higher education 
budget. Of the 
veto amount, almost $30 million is 
saved by revisiting collective bar- 
gaining agreements for the 
University of Massachusetts and the 
state and community colleges. These 
contracts would have provided facul- 
ty and staff with retroactive raises of 
up to five percent for Fiscal Year 
2002, along with equivalent raises in 
both Fiscal Years 2003 and 2004. 
The appropriation forwarded to 
me by the Legislature would have 
only funded the retroactive Fiscal 
Year 2002 salary increase, leaving it 
to the campuses to find the money for 
this year’s raises. Vetoing these con- 
tracts is essential to protecting core 


The pay increase was ready to be imple- 
mented months ago. When it was all put 
together the money was there. 


—Judy Kelleher 


When these contracts were nego- 
tiated over a year ago, the 
Commonwealth’s greatest fiscal chal- 
lenge was how to manage a burgeon- 
ing surplus. Needless to say, times 
have changed. Even though faculty 
and staff of our public higher educa- 
tion system deserve a raise, the new 
fiscal realities force us to revisit the 
timing of these contracts.” 

Approximately 150 NECC 
employees are represented by 
AFSCME including administrative 
assistants, accountants, clerks, custo- 
dians, maintenance, computer sys- 
tems analysts and tradespeople on the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses 


ago. When it was all 
put together the 
money was _ there, 
Swift vetoes it and 
instead Gling athe 
Legislature overrid- 
ing her veto, which 
they had an opportu- 
nity to do, it [the 
vetoed budget] never 
made it to the floor,” 
Kelleher said. 

A successful test of the “coordi- 
nated coffee break” was held last 
Friday, Aug. 23. “Approximately 60 
or so employees met for 15 minutes 
at the junction of B and E buildings,” 
said Kelleher. 

The Sept. 5 event will include all 
AFSCME members at all colleges, 
community colleges and universities 
across the state. At the university 
level, the action may also involve 
faculty members and other employ- 
ees, which could boost those partici- 
pating in the event to as many as 
13,000. However union officials 
were not available for comment. 


Northern Essex Community College 


presents: 


Student Success Seminars 


Fall 2002 


Monday, September 16, 2002 
Making College Count 
Lawrence, Noon & 5:30 PM 


Wednesday, October 2, 2002 
Achieving Wellness: Developing Skills for 
Lifestyle Change 


Haverhill, Noon — 1 PM 


September 16, 2002 & October 9, 2002 
Job Search Workshop 
Haverhill, 5 PM —- 8 PM 


October 15, 2002 
Career Decisions 


Haverhill, 2 PM — 4 PM 


Thursday, September 19, 2002 
Library Usage 
Haverhill, Noon — | PM 


November 19, 2002 
Career Decisions 


Lawrence, | PM- 3 PM 


Monday, September 23, 2002 
Making College Count 
Haverhill, Noon—1! PM 


To register to attend or for more information, please contact the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 


During each workshop, you will be able to apply your knowledge immediately by participating ina 
Scavenger Hunt. When you turn in your completed Scavenger Hunt you will be registered to 
win a $50 gift certificate to the college bookstore. By attending these workshops, you will also earn 
valuable student success coupons redeemable at various NECC locations 


Student Success Seminars are co-sponsored by the Northern Essex Community College Student Activities & Orientation 
Department, Specialized Student Services, and the Career Development Center, 


Division of Enroliment Management & Student Services. 
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Hi, \I’m Jay Hobson _ the 
Observer’s News Editor. I’m major- 
ing in Journalism and I’ve been here 
at NECC part- time since 2000. It’s 
my goal to cover the news in a way 
that will make it interesting as well 
as informative. 

We live at a time when major 
news events are happening every day 
in our college community, town, 
state, region, country and around the 
world and those stories affect each of 
us in a different way. Here at the 
Observer we want you to know that 
our stories are accurate, timely and 
relevant. 

I live in Methuen with my wife 
Jeanne and four of our combined 
family’s six children. 


NECC receives grant for Lawrence 
campus to attract Hispanic students 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Northern Essex Community 
College has received a $2 million 
grant designed to attract Hispanic 
students to the school. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy and 
Rep. Marty Meehan announced the 
five-year, $417,000 annual windfall 
July 16. 

“This grant is fabulous news for 
the college as well as our Hispanic 
students,” “said NECC President 
David Hartleb.\_ 

The funds conte from the Title V 


\ 


Meet new members of the Board of Trustees 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Effective immediately three new 
members will be joining NECC’s 
Board of Trustees. 

William H. DiAdamo, Thomas 
H. Sullivan and Lynn Arsenault will 
be replacing outgoing members Len 


file photo 


Lynn Arsenault 


Wilson, President of First Essex 
Bank, William Lane President and 
CEO of Holy Family Hospital, both 
are Andover’ residents, and 
Lawrencian Gigi Martinez. Wilson is 
stepping down after a five year term 
and Lane a 10 year stint. Martinez, 
the student’s representative, leaves 
after serving two semesters. 

NECC’s Board of Trustees is 
comprised of 11 seats. Nine members 
are appointed by the Governor, one is 
elected by the alumni and one is 
selected by the student body. Ten of 


the 11 board members serve a maxi- 
mum of two five-year terms with the 
member who is selected from the stu- 
dent body serving a maximum of two 
semesters. 

Current members are Chairman 
of the Board Byron J. Matthews of 
Newburyport, Samuel Busa_ of 
Bradford, Wayne P. Capolupo of 
Salisbury, Dalia Diaz of Lawrence, 
Richard P. Early Jr. of Bradford, 
Joseph C. Edwards of Haverhill, 
Barbara E. Mackinnon of Haverhill 
and William J. Nofsker of Haverhill. 

Governor Jane Swift’s 
appointees: 

William H. DiAdamo, is a North 
Andover resident and graduate of 
Philips Academy, Andover 
Middlebury College and Boston 
University School of Law. He is a 
partner in DiAdamo Law offices 

With nine years prior experience 
as an associate at the law firm of 
Burns & Levinson of Boston. Mr. 
DiAdamo and his wife Heather have 
two children, Nicholas and Isabel. 


file photo 


Thomas H. Sullivan 


file photo 


William H. DiAdamo 


Thomas Sullivan is a Methuen 
resident and a 1976 graduate of 
Merrimack College. He is co-owner 
and manager of T.A. Sullivan 
Insurance Agency located in 
Methuen and Lawrence which 
includes commercial, homeowners 
and auto insurance. Mr. Sullivan 
holds memberships in The Lions 
Club, The Lawrence Bread and 
Roses Committee, The Greater 
Lawrence Independent Insurance 
Agents and has served on the Board 
of Directors of Habitat for Humanity. 
Mr. Sullivan and his wife Elaine have 
a daughter, Bridget. 

The student body selectee is 
Lynn Arsenault. Ms. Arsenault is cur- 
rently enrolled in NECC’s Business 
Management Associate Degree 
Program. She lives with her husband 
David in Haverhill. 


Deaf Awareness Week 


September 23 - 2 


Activities to be held 
for three days in the 
cafeteria on the 
Haverhill campus 


Deaf Awareness Week celebrates 
the culture, heritage and language 
unique to those who are Deaf. This 
year it will be celebrated across the 


country from September 23 - 27. 

Here at NECC we have various 
activities planned so students and 
staff will gain a better understanding 
of the unique communication tools 
used by the Deaf community. 

Please join us in the cafeteria for 
the following activities: 


Monday, September 23, 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Guest Mime, Guest Speaker and 


Student-to-Student ASL. Survival 
Words Tutoring. 


Wednesday, September 25, 
llam.to1 p.m. 
ASL Club Video, Student-to- 
Student ASL Survival Words Tutoring. 


Friday, September 27, 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Mime Video, Student-to-Student 
ASL Survival Words Tutoring. 


Improving Institutions 
Grant/Hispanic Serving Institutions 
Program and will provide the neces- 
sary funds for the hiring of bilingual, 
bicultural faculty role models. 

The funding will be used on 
NECC’s Lawrence campus to create 
a one-stop services center for 
Hispanic students that will include 
financial aid, academic advising and 
counseling, making it easier for stu- 
dents to utilize these services. 

“We want to provide our 
Hispanic students with role models. 
It’s critically important that we have 
faculty who recognize and under- 


stand cultural differences and can 
communicate in Spanish when need- 
ed,” Hartleb said. Hartleb went on to 
say that the Lawrence campus is cur- 
rently 45 percent Hispanic and the 
goal is to increase Hispanic enroll- 
ment to 60 percent. 

Hartleb thanked the college’s 
legislative delegation by saying, “We 
are extremely fortunate to have had 
the support of Senators Kennedy and 
Kerry and Congressman Meehan for 
this initiative. Our legislators recog- 
nized the positive impact this grant 
would have, and helped to deliver 
the funding.” 


Look who left: Final 
numbers from ERIP 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Twenty-seven people have 
taken advantage of the state’s early 
retirement program (EIRP). 

The exiting individuals, mostly 
longterm employees, include ten 
faculty members, seven non-unit 
administrators, one non-unit confi- 
dential secretary, two professional 
staff and seven support staff. 

The Nursing and Medical pro- 
grams took the biggest hits with 
eight of the ten professors leaving 
those programs. : 

The full list of retirements 
includes: 


FACULTY 

Registered Nursing: 
Professor Carol Dowling 
Professor Elaine Haddad 
Professor Thelma Halberstadt 
Professor Jeannine Press 
Licensed Practical Nursing: 
Professor Flora McLaughlin 
Professor Joan Tuberosa 
Medical Assistant Program: 
Professor Joan Hagopian 

Health Information Technology: 
Professor Patricia Taglianetti 
Behaviorial Science: 

Professor Mary Wilson 

Math: 

Professor Robert McDonald 
ADMINISTRATION 

Betty Coyne, Assistant Dean, 
Specialized Student Services 
Sylvia Hallsworth, Assistant 
Dean, Nursing Education 

Sandra Lambert, Staff Assistant, 
Acedemic Affairs 

John Peroni, Dean, Continuing 
Education 

Mary Prunty, Associate Dean, 


Health Professions 

Kathy Rodger, Dean, Lawrence 
Campus 

Barbara Webber, Assistant Dean, 
Continuing Education 

Secretary 

Dottie Holmes, Administrative 
Assistant IT, Enrollment 
Management 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

Janet O’ Keeffe, Academic 
Counselor, Advising Center 
Sidney Pietzsch, Counselor, 
Specialized Student Services 
SUPPORT STAFF 

Rosemarie Carver, Accountant I, 
Financial Aid - we i 7 
Sandra DeBenedetto, bi 
Administrative Assistant I, 
Business 

Donna Dow, Personnel Analyst, 
Payroll 

Donald Fraser, Mail Clerk II, 
Mailroom 

Charles Gates, Maintainer I, 
Maintenance 

Vickie Michaud, Clerk IV, Center 
For Business & Industry ‘3. 
Priscilla Pope, Clerk IV, Financia’ 
Aid 


In addition to these depatures, 
several changes have been made 
by President David Hartleb includ- 
ing moving the Public Relations 
Office from the third floor of the 
Bentley Library to Room 162 in 
the E-Building, the College And 
Community Relations Office, 
Linda Brantley, Director, moves to 
the Institutional Advancement 
Area with Brantley’s job title 
becoming Director Of Research 
And Events Planning. 

These changes were made 
effective Monday, July 1. 
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Irish mystery cruise is a hit in Boston 


Food, drinks and 
murder what else 
could you want? 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Every Friday and Saturday 
night a murder happens in Boston. 
The crime is usually solved with in 
three hours and ironically not by 
the police, but by the dinner guests. 

Mystery Café is an inter-active 
dinner theater where the audience 
acts as the detectives. There are 
cast members that play suspects 
and detectives at the shows. The 
audience can ask the cast members 
questions to get clues and even 
have the opportunity to bribe them 
with money. People can have a lot 


Danny Connolly. Connolly was 
from Dorchester and was running 
for councilman when he was found 
dead floating in the harbor. 
Maginty asked for help in finding 
Connolly’s killer by giving the first 
clue, a piece of paper torn into four 
pieces taken from Connolly’s 
office. In order to receive the entire 
clue you have to start talking to 
other groups on the ship because 
no one received all four pieces. 

During Maginty’s plea we meet 
the other suspects; Maureen 
Gruble, Dorchester’s Councilor; 
Dr. Lotta Spin, Connolly’s cam- 
paign manager; Paddy Wagon, a 
cop; Rick O’Shea, a musician; 
Lucky Charmers, a stripper and the 
Shamrock Lady. Gruble attacks 
O’Shea with a stun gun during the 
speech leaving two marks on his 
palm. 

Shortly after Maginty’s speech 
dinner is served, however during 


CA 


dinner the audience is also tying to 
track down clues. Let the fun and 
acting begin. 

Each of the suspects has their 
own version of what happened and 
whom they think the killer is. The 
goal is to figure out who is telling 
the truth and solve the crime. 

After putting all four pieces of 


photo courtesy of mysterycafe.com 


paper together you discover the 
first clue, “Name is an anagram. 
Coincidence or related?” So for 
starters the audience knows one 
of the suspects’ name spells 
something different. 
As you talk to all of the sus- 
pects you learn other clues, such 
as, Connolly had a bite on his 
neck resembling one from a 
vampire and he was _ also 
kneecapped. 

At the end of the evening, 
based on the clues each member 
or team submits their answer 
sheet with who they think killed 
Connolly, how they killed him and 
why they killed him. They 
announce the winner before dock- 
ing and usually only one team has 
solved the entire mystery. 

The boat sails Friday and 
Saturday nights out of Long Warf 
from June 1 to Sept. 28 at 7:30 
p-m.. If you want something fun 


of fun if they get involved with the 
show. 

They have a tour out of Boston 
Harbor called “Oh, Danny Bouy! 
An Irish Mystery Cruise.” After the 
ship sets sail, the guests find out 
who the victim is when they are 
taken hostage by one of the sus- 
pects, Stewart Maginty. Maginty 
does his best to claim his innocence 
in the murder of his good friend 


telling the truth and 
crime. 


Sing, Dance, Act, Play in a Band, Draw, Write! 
The Arts are Alive at NECC! 


Music Cub Bega 


Whether you are a singer or instrumentalist; whether you like pop, rock, jazz, classical or 
latin music, the Music Club offers NECC students the opportunity to sing, play and perform 
with others who share your interests. Meetings weekly, 


Mike Finegold - Advisor - C314-I 
978-556-3413 email - mfinegold@necc.mass.edu 


Dance Club 


“Anyone can be a dancer. It’s in the footprints.” 


Learn ballet, modern, jazz, and more, Whether you have never danced or have studied 
for years, Dance Club offers opportunities to grow as a dancer and try new things, 
Meetings weekly. 


Elaine Mawhinney - Advisor - C314-F 
978-556-3395 


ec. Mmass.edu 


Lhe Loy Notch Dlayers 


This Fall the Top Notch Players will be doing A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, a 
. musical farce with something for everyone. Actors, singers, dancers, carpenters, painters, 

: _ musicians, costumers and technicians are welcome to join in the fun. No experience needed, Look 
for flyers about auditions or come see us, 


Susan Sanders and Jim Murphy - Advisor & Director ~ C317-B 
978-556-3374 e mail - ssanders@necc.mass.edu 


ON Darnassus 


The NECC Inter-Arts magazine offers students a way to see their art, poetry, photography and 
short stories in an elegant publication. Students are also encouraged to serve on the staff, 
working together to select the pieces and design the layout. You'll see the flyers or come find us, 


Ginger Hurajt - Advisor - C314-A 
978-556-3454 e mail - ghurajt@necc.mass.edu 


6 6 weekend entertainment in their 


The goal is to figure out who is 


and different try it. 
Mystery Café has year round 


Boston location and special events 
in Andover, Dedham and Ipswich. 
Mystery Café can also cater to 
groups and companies by revolving 
the mystery around your group. 
Tickets range from $35 to $55, 
which includes dinner. Call 1-800- 
697-CLUE for details and tickets. 


solve the 


*2001 Outstanding Program Award 
*2001 Exemplary Program Award 


Northern Essex Community College 
Student Leadership Development Program 


Nominations now 
being accepted! 


Program begins in October 


Participate in a Series of lectures and Seminars! 
Meet new people! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


For more information or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 
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Bozo clowns around at Canobie Lake Park 


Kevin Bickford, last 
performing Bozo, 
thrills audiences 


By JAY HOBSON 
News Editor 


Bozo the Clown, The World’s 
Most Famous Clown if not the 
world’s most recognizable clown, 
performed six days a week at 
Canobie Lake Park in Salem, NH 
this summer. 

Bozo was created in 1946 by 
Alan W. Livingston and Capitol 
Record—-a children’s read-a-long 
album, Bozo At The Cicus, was pro- 
duced and an icon was born. The 
read-a-long concept for the album 
was the first of its kind and made 
millions. 

A half-hour television show was 
the natural result. Bozo’s Circus, the 
first of the Bozo television shows 
aired on KTTV Los Angeles in 1949 
and lasted until 1950. Pinto Colvig 
who had provided Bozo’s voice on 
the read-a-long 
album, played Bozo 
on the _ television 
show. 

In 1956, Larry 
Harmon aquired the 
rights to the Bozo 
character which had 
now generated record 
sales of over $20 mil- 
lion and created the 
Bozo franchise con- 
cept. The orange up- 
flipped wig, white- 
face, large red nose, 


Bozo and his assistant, Danielle Toupin, perform. 


light blue jumpsuit and trademark 
laugh was on its way to literally 
becoming a household name, and 
presence. 

Harmon’s show. kept the half- 
hour length and had at one time a 
hundred Bozo clowns in markets 
throughout the United States, 
Germany, France and Japan. The 
format was simple, Bozo would per- 
form in front of a live studio audi- 
ence of children who would com- 
pete in games for prizes between 
showings of cartoons. 

The show and Bozo took off and 
Harmon’s franchised and neatly 
packaged idea reached Boston. In 
the Boston market a young Frank 
Avruch, who would one day host 
WCVB’s The Great Entertainment 
series of movies and the voice of the 
station’s announcements and adver- 
tisement voice-overs, was tapped to 
play the endearing clown. Avruch 
was Bozo from. 1959-to 1970. 

The longest running Bozo the 
Clown show aired in Chicago from 
1959 until it went off the air in 
2001. 

Canobie Lake Park’s Bozo the 
Clown, Kevin Bickford, has been 


' 
pos 


Northern Essex Community College 


Free henna 
tattoos! 


Wednesday, September {8th 
11AM-1PM, Outside Student 


(> Geri tee 


Haverhill Campus 


i 


COLLEGE LIFE & 
CAMPUS SERVICES 


al |: ee ee | 


involved in 
tollege life! 


FAIR 


Wednesday, September 25th 
11AM -1PM, Dimitry Building 


Lawrence Campus 


performing and thrilling children 
and adults at the park for the past 
eight years and he has been playing 
the Bozo character for the past 20 


Bozo “The World's Most Famous Clown” 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


years. 

“Tt all began for me with a hand- 
shake with Larry Harmon about 20 
years ago. I’m the last one, Larry’s 


Jay Hobson photos 


= 


last Bozo,” Bickford said. 

Bozo, with sidekick Danielle 
Toupin, a local college student who 
has been helping him with his show 
for the past two years, brings smiles 
to the faces of everyone in atten- 
dance-young or not so young. 

Bickford is married and makes 
his home in Los Angeles. When the 
season ends at Canobie Lake Park 
he returns to California where he is 
based. He is on the road as Bozo 
throughout the year performing at 
Shriner’s Circus’, State Fairs as 
well as local charities and functions. 

“Larry (Harmon) is alive and 
doing well and we keep in touch 
with each other regularly. He’s still 
very active with Bozo and we some- 
times discuss various aspects of the 
show by phone discussing how to 
make the show better for the audi- 
ence,” Bickford said. 

Bickford says he keeps playing 
Bozo for the smiles it brings to the 
faces of children. 

“Ever since I was a small child I 
knew I wanted to be a clown,” he 
said. 

Bickford went to “clown 
school” in 1971 and was at one time 
a clown with the Ringling Bros. 
Barnum & Bailey Circus and 20 
years ago auditioned to be Bozo; 
the rest as they say, is history. 

From Bozo’s opening greeting 
“Howdie folks!” and a few “Wowie 
Kazowies” to the show’s closing 
reminder that “it’s nice to be 
important—but it’s more important 
to be nice” the message throughout 
is .that good,. memorable and 
wholesome entertainment is still 
available if you look hard enough. 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY CC 


Student 
Senate 


Student Senate 


Positions 
Now Available! 


Are you interested in 
getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in 


learning more about 


* Meet other 


i tt 


For more information, please contact Student Activities & Orientation at 978/556-3731. Tel: 


Sponsored by the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, a Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services. 
To request a sign language interpreter, please contact 978/556-3897 W/TTY. 


students! 
Free giveaways! 
* Meet the college 
administration? 


eLooks good on 
resume! 


*Trip to Cape Cod! 


978/556-3731 


available? — 


“include: 


parliamentary procedure? 
‘Do you have 5 hours a weelz 
The NECC Student Senate is now looking for 15 


___ interested students to get involved. The time 
_ commitment is minimal, and the requirements 


interested students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 
credits. 4 2 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department 
for more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill Campus, Behrakis Student Center F133 


Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 
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‘The Alternative Space Galactic Negro’ has landed 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
A&E Editor 


Underneath all of the bling bling, 
20-inch rims, and Britney Spears, 
music has some edge and rawness to 
it. It’s political, provocative, and 
enlightening and it is what you will 
find in a Me’shell Ndegeocello 
album. Most might recognize her 
from the “wild night” duet she did 
with John Mellencamp during the 
late nineties. Ndegeocello however, 
has been putting out records since 
1993 and earlier this year released 
her fourth coming album, “Cookie: 
The Anthropological Mixtape.” 

Ndegeocello’s music is eclectic. 
It would be impossible to label her 
work under one specific genre. 

“I’m not limited in my scope and 
I’m just trying to show that, that can 
exist. I’m not just neo-classic-soul, I 
am the Alternative space galactic 
Negro. I’m trying to be in the future 
all the time.” Ndegeocello made this 
statement in an interview with EUR- 
WEB earlier this year. Her musical 
influences of Prince, Fiona Apple, 


Tori Amos, Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
and John Coltrane show further more 
how Ndegeocello refuses to stay 
inside the lines. 

Ndegeocello is not afraid to 
speak her mind even if it may offend 
someone in the process. She refuses 
to blend in with the crowd. Instead 
she wants to stand out and be heard. 
Unlike some artists, Ndegeocello 
doesn’t shy away. from topics like 
racism, sexuality, the economy, and 
human rights. In the song “Dead 
Nigga Blvd (Pt.1)” from her most 
recent LP she sings “Yeah a jails a 
sanctuary for the walking dead/it 
F***s with your head when every 
black leader ends up dead/somebody 
said our greatest destiny is to become 
white/but white is not pure and hate 
is not pride/and just cuz civil rights is 
law doesn’t mean that we all 
abide...no longer do I blame others 
for the way that we be cuz niggas 
need to redefine what it means to be 
frees 

Not only does she write brutally 
honest and compelling lyrics but 
Ndegeocello is also a wonderfully 
talented bass player. She has played 


on the records of some of the biggest 
musical superstars around. 
Ndegeocello has shown her talents 
on Madonna’s “Bed Time Stories”, 
Prince’s “Emancipation”, the Rolling 
Stone’s “Bridges to Babylon”, and 
on Alanis Morissette’s “Under Rug 
Swept.” 

Aside from the musical talents, 
Ndegeocello also shares a humanitar- 
ian side with the world, showing a 
strong interest in the AIDS crisis. On 
Nov. 11 Ndegeocello will be direct- 
ing the “You Rock My Soul” an 
AIDS benefit concert at Carnegie 
Hall which she will also be perform- 
ing at. Ndegeocello recently spoke 
with Billboard magazine about the 
event: “AIDS does not discriminate. 
That’s one of the reasons why I sup- 
port this work and am participating 
in this event.” 

Me’shell Ndegeocello is a true 
artist, and is true to her beliefs. She 
won’t compromise her work to win 
an award or to sell records. 
Ndegeocello may not sell out shows 
at Madison Square Garden, but she 
has and will continue to be a pioneer 
in the music industry. 
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freemyheart.com photo 
Ndegeocello pushes the boundaries of the music industry with her 
controversial lyrics. 


Lighters flicker as Aerosmith jams 


‘Dream On’ f 


Aerosmith played all 
the hits from the 70s 
to today 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


On the last night of their three- 
night stop at the Tweeter Center, the 
legendary Boston-based rock band 
gave the hometown crowd a night 
they would never forget. Opening 
with “Toys in the Attic” Aerosmith 
proved why they are one of the most 
popular and successful bands in 
America. 

Led by frontman Steven Tyler, 
the band’s energy could be felt 
throughout the venue. The crowd 
sang every word along with the band. 


From old hits like “Draw the Line” 
and “Back in the Saddle” to newer 
hits “Pink” and “Jaded” the fans did- 
n’t miss a note. 

A highlight of the evening was 
half way through the set when the 
band walked off stage, up the aisle to 
a smaller stage located in the middle 


Gayle Simone photo 


Some tailgaters at the Aerosmith show find a way to avoid Tweeter 
Center's steep beer charge of $7 per cup. 


aerosmith.com photo 


of the audience. As the band 
made their way up the aisle fans 
screamed and jumped up and 
down to get a better view of 
their idols. Playing three songs 
from the smaller stage nothing 
was better than hearing the rock 
anthem “Dream On,” a song 
that debuted more than 30 years 
ago, that still remains one of the 
most played songs on the air- 
ways. 

When the band made it back 
to the main stage they resumed 
the show with the power ballad 
“Don’t Want to Miss a Thing,” 
the theme song to blockbuster hit 
“Armageddon.” Lighters were lit and 
bodies were swaying as Tyler belted 
out the lyrics. 

Other hits Joe Perry, Brad 
Whitford, Tom Hamilton, Joey 
Kramer and Tyler played were old 
time favorites “Sweet Emotion” and 
“Big Ten Inch.” Not to mention hits 
from the 90’s “Crazy” and “What it 
Takes.” 

The finale was what the crowd 
expected to see. Aerosmith, joined on 
stage by Run D.M.C and Kid Rock 
performed “Walk this Way” to end 
the show. 

Kid Rock had played a great set 
prior to Aerosmith taking the stage 
and his presence was felt, but nothing 
could outshine Aerosmith. 

Rock played hits such as 
“Bawitdaba” and “Cowboy.” Rock 
also added covers like Lynyrd 
Skynyrd’s “Sweet Home Alabama.” 

Rock’s stage show was a bit dif- 
ferent than Aerosmith’s. 
Pyrotechnics were used to get the 
crowd pumped up. Aerosmith just 
used their music. 

No matter if you are a new or old 
Aerosmith fan they put on one of the 
greatest shows just because of their 
legendary status. 


rom stage at center of crowd 


aerosmith.com photo 


The man himself, Steven Tyler rocks it out for the crowd. 


Kid Rock joins Tyler on stage. 
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September 4-6 2002 Minth ZG obrame 
Welcome Week 
Dimitry Atrium, Lawrence, 9 - 11 AM 


Behvakis Student Center, Haverhill, 8 -10 AM 


Enjoy complimentary coffee and snackslllll 


September 8-9 2002 
Top Notch Theater, Haverhill, 6.00 PM 


Auditions for “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.” wie B a 
ty 


September Oth, Monday 

Ebllege Welesme acess VG 
Library Conference Area, Haverhill, Noon - 1 PM & 
Light refreshments provided, = 


September 10th, Tuesday 

President’s Welcome 

Dimitry Atrium, Lawrence, Noon - 1 PM 
Light refreshments provided. 


September 16th, Monday 
Making College Count 
Dimitry Atrium, Lawrence, Noon & 5:30 PM 


Free giveaways for all attendees! 


September 17th, Tuesday 
Amesbury Street, Lawrence, 10 - 11:30 AM 
Enjoy complimentary coffee and snacks! 


September 17th, Tuesday 
SInter Club Council Meeting 
Library C, Haverhill, Noon - 1 PM 


September 18th, Wednesday 
College Life & Campus Services Fair 
Outside Student Center, Haverhill, 41-1 PM 


Win prizes and enjoy great food while learning about the college. 


September 18th, Wednesday - 
Student Senate Informational Meeting 


Library C, Haverhill, 3 —5 PM @ 
= 
~ 


September 23rd, Monday 
Moking College Count 


O 
Haverhill Campus, Noon - 1 PM G a N | 
Get? 


Free giveaways to all attendees! 


September 25th, Wednesda \ 
EeMise Hie ae abies SEs Northern Essex Community College 


Dimitry Building Courtyard, Lawrence, 11 - 1PM 


or more information, please contact Student Activities ¢ 
Orientation at 978/556-3731. To request a sign language 
interpreter, please call 978/556-3897V/TTY. Northern Essex 
Community College Student Activities & Orientation is part of the 
College Life & Healthy Living Unit, a Division of Enrollment 
Management & Student Services. 


September 25th, Wednesday 
Student Senate Informational Meeting 
Dimitry Building 1-144, Lawrence, 3 -5 PM 


Page 11 


NECC Observer Sept. 4, 2002 


Just in the past two semesters, 
The Northern Essex Community 


College music program has 
acquired a new drum set, two self 
contained PA systems, a guitar, 
microphones, guitar and mic cables, 
instrument stands, cymbals, and 
other various music equipment. 

You ask “how”? No, the state 
hasn’t decided that-the arts are 
important enough to fund a commu- 
nity college, and no- the school’s 
current budget issues haven’t dis- 
solved. 

We have gained capital for our 
new equipment through the actions 
of one group, The NECC Music 


Has Jackson finally 


Club. As you have read before in 
our beloved Observer, the NECC 
Music Club has been extremely 
active in attempting to update the 
horrendously outdated music equip- 
ment that the NECC Music Program 
has had to put up with for quite a few 
years. Not having the cash to replace, 
we have been forced to “repair” 
most of our equipment over and over 
again, some of it for more than a 
decade. There have been generous 
students who have replaced parts of 
our equipment out of their own 
pockets, simply to have the equip- 
ment “playable.” In the past, Music 
Club members have raised money to 
cover expenses such as repairs and 
paying for an accompanist, by having 
dances and bake sales, and other of 
its ilk- yet there has never been the 


hit rock bottom? 


Jackson s career has 
gone sour and so has 
his personal life 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
A&E Editor 


What happens when you sell over 
40 million records at the height of 
your career and your most recent 
release can only push two million? 
Well, if you’re Michael Jackson you 
attack Sony president, Tommy 
Mottola by calling him “a racist” and 
“a devil.” 

There had been rumors circulat- 
ing that Jackson was feuding with his 
record label, but in June of this year 
Jackson became the first member of a 
coalition, founded by Rev. AI 
Sharpton and attorney Johnnie 
Cochran, which helps artists who are 
being cheated financially by their 
record companies. 

“Record companies have to start 
treating their artists with respect, 
honor, and financial justice,” said 
Jackson at a press conference in New 
York. 


Debra Tsantarliotis illustration 


Jackson embraces Al Sharpton . 


There have been reports stating 
that Jackson has gone bankrupt. Sony 
executives claim Jackson owes the 
label $200 million for promotion and 
studio time. Sony reportedly spent 
$26 million in recording Jackson’s 
Invincible Album; more than any 
other artist to date. Jackson denies all 
reports claiming he is struggling 
financially. These accusations make 
you wonder exactly what the real rea- 


son is for Jackson’s attack on 
Mottola. 
Many are speculating that 


Jackson is looking to break away 
from Sony to find a more profitable 
record deal. Sony representatives say 
Jackson only needs to record a few 
more tracks with the company and he 
is free to leave. The catch is, is that in 
order for Jackson to take on full own- 


| eet 


Debra Tsantarliotis illustration 
Jacko has become completely 
wacko, 


ership of this music catalogue he 
needs to wait until seven years after 
he leaves the label. Jackson and Sony 
together, own the rights to most of 
The Beatles catalogue and neither 
party are willing to sell. If Jackson 
had full ownership of both catalogues 
it would surely help him out of his 
rumored financial distress. 

Some are calling this a publicity 
stunt to help boost sales of Jackson’s 
disappointing $2 million selling 
“Invincible” album. Jackson has said 
that Sony failed to promote the album 
properly. Sony executives point the 
blame at Jackson for the disappoint- 
ing record sales. Although Jacksoa 
performed two high profile concerts 
at Madison Square Garden, he didn’t 
do much else to help promote the 
album. He took part in very few inter- 
views, there was not promotional tour 
following the release of the album, 
and Jackson only released on music 
video. 

It seems as though Jackson is too 
caught up in his own ego to realize 
what is going on around him. Instead 
of taking his anger out on Tommy 
Mottola, maybe Jackson should look 
at himself and come to terms with the 
fact that he has lost touch with the 
American audience. Jackson has 
changed quite drastically since the 
days of “Thriller.” He looks like a 
completely different person, and the 
accusations of sexual molestation 
brought against him in 1991 have for- 
ever scarred his reputation with most 
Americans. Jackson needs to look at 
the “Man In The Mirror” and realize 
that he is no longer the king of pop 
and that the devil is not inside 
Mottola but possibly inside himself. 


finances to replace large pieces of 
equipment, saving us from the 
repeated costs of repairing the same 
amplifier or PA head every semester. 
Not until we combine our efforts 
with the Sad Cafe... The Sad Cafe 
is a non-profit organization in 
Plaistow NH. Its goal is to encour- 
age and promote the arts, mainly 
local music, in New England. By 
holding concerts at The Sad Cafe, 
featuring locals bands, many of 
which are comprised of NECC stu- 
dents, the NECC Music Club has 
increased our profits via fundraisers 
almost three-fold. This, combined 
with our annual allotted budget 
from the school, and through student 
and Music Club member Ivan Boles’ 
work with the student government, 
we were able to replace a good por- 


Hello, and welcome to the 
start of the fall semester. My 
name is Debra Tsantarliotis and I 
am -sthe. new Arts and 
Entertainment Editor. 

Some of my greatest passions 
in life are writing, soccer, music, 
music, and music. 

My goals as Arts and 
Entertainment Editor are to keep 
all of you informed on the latest 
and greatest artists in music. 
From folk to rap, and under- 
ground to mainstream, I plan to 
cover all areas of the music world. 
I will be keeping you all posted 


tion of our damaged and out of date 
equipment these past two semesters. 
This was without having any other 
fundraisers at all. | As good news as 
this is for anyone involved in the 
music program, there is still very 
much left to be done. That is why we 
will be having another 
concert/fundraiser at The Sad Cafe 
this semester. That means, if you are 
a performing musician, you can be 
involved. Even if you aren’t in the 
Music Club itself, you are welcome 
to be a part of the show. We are look- 
ing for any singers, instrumentalists, 
and especially bands to play in our 
next Sad Cafe show. You get to play 
in front of a new and eager audience, 
as well as get a CD recording of 
your performance, free! That’s not 


all- the NECC Music Club is opening 


on A&E events going on here at 
NECC including Top Notch 
Players, musical performances, 
and dance recitals. 

If you have any ideas, ques- 
tions, or comments please contact 
me in the newsroom at (978)556- 

33 or you can email me at deeb- 
dawg@yahoo.com. 


to your child about violence A tesson t 


‘Insider report from Music Club president 


its doors to any of the arts programs 
to be involved in the fundraiser with 
us. Whether it be dance, visual, the- 
atre, languages, journalism, or what- 
ever- we feel that the arts need to 
stick together if we are to survive in 
these tumultuous times. If you are 
involved in one or more of the arts, 
and want to be a part of the fundrais- 
er(s) with the Music Club, or you are 
a performer that wants to be in the 
show, or both, please contact Michael 
Finegold or any of the Music Club 
officers so we can chat. The 
NECC Music Club looks forward to 
another stellar semester in the arts 
program, and all over Northern 
Essex. For more information on 
The Sad Cafe itself, please visit 
www.thesadcafe.com. 


2 forgotten. 
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Artists you should know about 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
A&E Editor 


Singer/songwziter/producer Robin Thicke, has been working 
behind the scenes producing hits for artists such as Marc 
Anthony, Brian McKnight and Pink and is now ready to venture 


off on his own. 

Thicke’s debut album 
“Cherry Blue Skies” brings 
old school funk, jazz, soul, 
rock, and Latin salsa to a 
whole new _ dimension. 
Thickes style is a mix of 
Marvin Gaye, Jim Morrison, 
Stevie Wonder, and early 
Michael Jackson. The album 
consists of socially con- 
scious songs like the title 
track, and dance songs 
including the tracks “B 
Alright,” and the hit single 
“Alone.” Thicke describes 
his album as “Alternative 
rock soul music.” 

Thicke is getting ready 


to take the music industry by storm. With his fresh new look and 
sound it seems we will be hearing more from Thicke in the 


future. 


Thicke delivers “Alternative 
rock soul music. ” 


Ata recent Bela Fleck and the Flecktones show, singer song- 
writer Keller Williams opened for the band and in the process 
stole the show from the flecktones. From the first note he played 
until the last, the audi- 
was 
People were screaming 
like crazy for him; 
dancing in the aisles 
bobbing 
heads to the struming 
of the guitar. 

While listening to 

performance _ it 
seemed as if other peo- 
ple were playing with 
him instead he created 
the different 
with the use of a phrase 
sampler. He would play 


ence 


and 


his 


thicke.net photo 


hooked. 


their 


sounds 


the bass line using his 


voice and then record it. Then he would play something on the 
guitar and record it and next he would play air trumpet only 
using his mouth and record that. Then all of the sounds would be 
playing together as if there were an actual band on stage. 
Keller Williams is probably one of the most entertaining, 
energetic, and creative performers you will ever see. If you want 
to get a taste of what Keller Williams sounds like live pick up his 


album Loop. 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


Across 

1. "To the moon, Alice!" preceder 
5. New moon or full moon, e.g. 

10. Treat successfully 

14. They line some old streets 

15. Fished for morays 

16. Overly meticulous 

17. "Time is money,” when spoken 
from January 20 to February 18? 
20. Spy novelist Deighton 

21. Performing 

22. Esther of TV's "Good Times" 
23. ingen (even) 

24. Kind of toast 

26. Psychotherapy under the Florida 
sun? 

30. Unhealthy part of cigarettes 

33. Poe's middle name 

34. Love's inspiration 

35. Heathrow fig. 

36. Fight like a knight 

37. Lord of poetry 
39. Kind of muffin 
40. Clavell's " 

41. Serb or Croat 
42. Ouija, e.g. 

43. Summer Conn. clock setting 
44. Routine performed by some 


-Pan" 


comediennes? 

47. Really big shows 

49, Elevator man 

50. Philosopher Kierkegaard 

52. Part of three characters’ names 
in a 1946 Disney movie 

53. Highway sign abbr. 

56. Billboard sign, or possible direc- 
tions for 17-, 26-, and 44-Across 
60. Choice voice 

61. Certain roll-on 

62."L'__ c'est moi": Louis XIV 
63. West and Clarke 

64. "Crazy" singer Cline 

65. Suffix with kitchen 


Down 

1. Gung-ho quality 

2. Like some shoppes 
3. Its capital is Muscat 
4 
5 


. Home of the Knicks: Abbr. 

. Midwest city founded as Fort 
Clark 
6. Lugged 
7. Despondent comment 
8. Et__ (footnote abbr.) 
9. Univ. e-mail ending 
10. Chocolate substitute 


5 
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11. One-sided 
12. Julia of "The Addams Family" 
13. "So what is new?" 


18. Like many kitchens 

19. Van Gogh home, for a time 
23. Third in a Latin recital 

. Joan of art 

- Nobel Prize subj. 

. Photo finish 

. Homeric work 

. Say "Peter Piper picked a peck 
of pickled peppers," for example 
29. Vitality 

31. Company that introduced 
Donkey Kong and Pong 

32. Grammy category 

37. Voting group 

38. Sweet potatoes 

39. Hotties' assets 

41. Trough diners 


nn 
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42. Clinton Attorney General nomi- 


nee Zoe 
45. "McTeague" author 
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46. Not sporadic 

48. Rio Grande feeder 

50. Unsolicited e-mail 

51. Spicy stew 

52. Hollywood's Lancaster or 
Reynolds 

53. Rocker Joan 

54. Auto or pluto ending 

55. Noggin, in Nantes 

57. Not hold one's tongue 
58. "Are youaman___ mouse?" 
59. Snicker syllable 


kellerwilliams.net photo 


Williams steals the show from 
Flecktones with creative style. 


back to how it use to 
be: innovative, 
provocative, and intro- 
spective. 

Audiovent  gath- 
ered quite a following 
while touring with 
bands like Bush and 
Adema over this past 
summer. Their live 
shows are captivating 
and dynamic. Lead 
singer Jason Boyd 
(Brandon Boya’s 
brother of the band 
Incubus). is reminis- 
cent of a young Robert 
Plant or the late Jim 


Morrison. 
Audiovent’s debut 
album “Dirty Sexy 


Audiovent are heating up the air waves with their smash sin- 
gle “The Energy” and are on their way to bringing rock music 


audioventmusic.net photo 


Audiovent bring 60's and 70°s 
rock to the year 2002. 


Nights in Paris” is a great album from start to finish. I have a 
feeling that Audiovent will be around for a while. This is only 
the beginning for this young band. 


Top Notch Players 
want you to join 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
A&E Editor 


The fall semester has started and 
it is time to begin thinking of ways 


_to get involved in some of the vari- 


ous organizations offered here at 


. NECC. If you are looking for an 


opportunity to meet other students, 
léarn more about yourself, and if 
you have an interest in theater then 
you should strongly consider joining 
The Top Notch Players theater 


group. 


Debra Tsantarliotis photo 


Players adviser, Jim Murphy encourages 


students to get involved. 


Being a part of the Top Notch 
Players is an excellent “opportunity 
to be involved” according to Players 
adviser Jim Murphy. Anyone is wel- 
come to join. You don’t need to be a 
theater major or to have taken a the- 
ater class to join or audition for any 
of the plays. 

The first of two productions to 


be performed this fall semester is 
the musical, “A Funny Thing 
Happened On the Way to the Forum. 
Murphy described Forum as “a 
musical farce, a slapstick comedy” 
set in ancient Rome. A slave named 
Pseudolus is promised his freedom 
only if he can convince his master to 
marry a woman by the name of 
Philia. This will be the first time that 
the Top Notch Players have put on a 
musical since the early 1980’s. 

The second play to be put on 
this semester will be A Christmas 
Carol. This is the forth year in a row 
that the players have put on 
a prodution of this holiday 
classic. Murphy pointed 
out that A Christmas Carol 
is a “true expression of 
what community is.” 
Everyone gets involved in 
this production from stu- 
dents to faculty, alumni, 
and children in the sur- 
rounding community. 

Auditions for A Funny 
Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum will be 
held September 8th and 9th 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theatre. Ten people 
per hour will be asked to 
perform a brief dance rou- 
tine, read from the script, 
and sing. It is strongly rec- 
ommended that those audi- 
tioning come with a pre- 
pared piece of music that 
they feel will showcase 
their vocal abilities. The 
Top Notch Players are also 
looking for people to work 
behind the scenes; light- 
ing, artistic painters, set 
designers, costume makers, etc. 

If you want to be a part of the 
college and not just another student, 
please consider trying out for the 
musical, A Funny Thing Happened 
On the Way to the Forum. You will 
leave your college experience 
knowing that you were a part of 
something special. 
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‘Signs’ triggers all your 
emotions, not just fear 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


I was never a person to believe 
things happen for a reason, until I 
saw the recent phenomenon “Signs.” 
The blockbuster hit was not really 
about aliens trying to take over the 
Earth, but more about the hidden 
meaning of ‘signs’ throughout the 
movie. 

The main character Graham 
Hess, played by Mel Gibson, hears 
his children Bo (Abigail Breslin) and 
Morgan (Rory Culkin) screaming in 
his cornfields. As Graham and his 
brother Merrill (Joaquin Phoenix) 
run to the children they find the first 
‘sign’ of the movie. Their corn crops 
have been crushed into some types of 
shapes. We later find out many other 
areas of the world have had similar 
signs done to their crops and fields. 
They call the local authorities 
because they believe it is a joke only 
to find out there are only two guys in 
the world talented enough to make 
that type of a design. 

The family also notices some- 
thing strange about the dogs. They 
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seem to be barking more and acting 
more violent. One of the dogs even 
tries to attack Bo. Officer Paski 
played by Cherry Jones makes a 
passing comment that dogs can sense 
when predators are in the area. 

As the movie goes on things hap- 
pen that are not explained until the 
end of the movie. 


Scan = ea Ge 


‘Signs’ is more 
about the hidden 
meaning 


Graham also states in the movie 
he does not believe in ‘signs’. But he 
changes his mind at the end of the 
movie when he realizes his dead wife 
Colleen (Patricia Kalember) had told 
him to tell Merrill to “swing away.” 
Graham realizes it was meant for him 
to swing away at the alien in his liv- 
ing room, the same place where 


Merrill’s record-holding baseball bat 
is located. 

To explain the rest of the ‘signs’ 
would ruin the movie for most peo- 
ple. 

One great thing about his movie 
was the emotional roller coaster the 
audience is put on throughout the 
movie. One minute you are laugh- 
ing, imagine walking into your living 
room to see your two children and 
younger brother with tin foil hats 
on,and next you are about ready to 
jump out of your seat. Not to men- 
tion at one point in time you can feel 
the tears filling up your eyes. 

The movie has received rave 
reviews and it has a lot to do with 
screenwriter/director M. Night 
Shyamalan, who also stars in the 
movie as Ray Reddi, the man who 
killed Colleen Hess. Shyamalan’s 
ability to present the different aspects 
of this movie in a non-confusing way 
is pure talent. 

To anyone who has not seen this 
movie yet, go see it. It has something 
for everyone. I definitely recommend 
it. It changed my view in ‘signs.’ 
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Vince McKeon 


“That's Mister Peanut to you, pal.” 


Here it is, Sam. 
The funniest card 
I ever wrote. 
Read it and weep! 


No, no. 
The flatulent 
bunny is 
adorable. 


MALL COPS: PRACTICING 
ON THE SHINING RANGE 


By Miss ANNA 
Associated Press 


For the week 9/1-9/7/02. 


ARIES: 
(March 21-April 20) 

Resist any temptations to gloss 
over details. This week they need 
your careful scrutiny. You will get 
alot done early, but later your mind 
may wander and energy level will 
slow down. Exercise initiative and 
watch doors open for you. The 
chance you’ve been waiting for is 
here. 


TAURUS: 
(April 21 - May 21) 

Weekend getaways and recre- 
ational pastimes are highlighted 
this week. Watch your spending. 
Patience will be needed because 
you will tend to rush into certain 
things. Enjoy times with friends. If 
little things start going wrong, take 
a break and reflect. 


GEMINI: 
(May 22 - June 21) 

There’s an accent on family life 
and domestic matters this week. 
One family member may need 
encouragement from you. You are 
now ready to investigate new 
career opportunities. Explore your 
options. Both travel and recre- 
ational pastimes are happily high- 
lighted. 


CANCER: 
(June 22 - July 23) 

A burdensome responsibility is 
lifted from your. shoulders this 
week. Try not to be overly critical 
of a child. You may change your 
perspective towards a financial 
matter. Take care to go easy on 
your use of credit. Guard against 
romantic tiffs. 


LEO: 
(July 24- August 23) 

Getting your house in tip top 
shape will be a priority during the 
week. Avoid any arguments about 
money. Luck will be with you 
especially concerning partnership 
matters, legal affairs and travel. 
Some will make marriage plans. 
Opportunity is found everywhere. 


VIRGO: 
(August 24 - September 23) 

You will have a good head for for 
fact and figures now. Attend to 
bookkeeping and meet with finan- 
cial advisors. Unexpected business 
developments are to your advan- 
tage. You will achieve the most 
success by accepting offered sug- 
gestions and cooperating with oth- 
ers. 


LIBRA: 
(September 24 - October 23) 

This week it may be best to avoid 
causing emotional scenes with any 
partners. Romance will have a 
dreamy aspect for you. You and a 
lover will be very much on the 
same wavelength. There will be a 
social connection that will prove 
helpful in business. 


SCORPIO: 
(October 24 - November 22) 

You may meet with extra inci- 
dental expenditures right now. 
However, the implusive buy may 
not be the correct choice. Be sensi- 
ble in regards to spending. Mix- 
ups in communication are possible 
now, or some information you 
receive will be in error. Avoid 
commitments without advice. 


SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - December 21) 

A small disappointment may arise 
in regards to a friendship this week. 
But you will be pleased with the 
positive business and financial 
developments that occur now. 
Either you or your partner may 
spend extravagantly. It’s not a good 
time to loan money. Protect your 
resources. 


CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 

This week you may make up with 
someone from whom you’ve been 
estranged. An old friend gives you 
good advice this week. A home 
matter may require attention. You 
may be making travel plans on the 
spur of the moment. Money devel- 
opments are on a positive note. 
Avoid neglecting duties. 


AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) 

Your cleverness and efficiency 
will bring you notable success at 
work this week. But be careful in 
financial dealings. You will be a 
welcome addition at any gathering, 
for you’re the life of the party. 
Avoid any flippant remarks. Things 
may be a bit hective on the home- 
front. Be patient with family mem- 
bers. 


PISCES: 
(February 20 - March 20) 

Utilize your time wisely this 
week. Don’t spread yourself too 
thin. Make a schedule. You may not 
get around to a task that really 
needs to be done. You will achieve 
the greatest success by helping oth- 
ers to solve problems. Guard 
against overindulgence, and don’t 
overspend. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTH- 
DAY: You'll have some inspired 
thoughts about either a business or 
financial matter. This is the right 
time to tell a romantic interest how 
much you care. Cooperation from 
others may be difficult to obtain. 
Singles may need to be aware of 
insincere newcomers. 
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What NECC team will shine 


the brightest in 2002? 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


2002-03 will be a very excit- 
ing year for NECC athletics. 
Volleyball, cross-country, base- 
ball and the women’s basketball 
team all have talent with the 
potential to break on through. 

But if there’s one team to 
keep an eye on it’s Coach Darren 
Stratton’s men’s basketball team. 

Despite. losing several con- 
tributors from last year’s squad, 
the Knights will prove, as they do 
every year, that they can still com- 
pete. 

Stratton, the former NECC 
and Haverhill High School stand 
out, is entering his fourth season 
as head basketball coach. 

Stratton will be joined by first 
year assistant Pete Tompkins, 
who is very familiar with the pro- 
gram having served as strength 
and conditioning coach last sea- 


son. 

The leadership of Stratton 
automatically makes the Knights 
a team to watch, the emergence of 
a player or two could easily make 
them the talk of the school. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Hmmm, let’s see, we have 
basketball, cross country, base- 
ball and women’s volleyball. 

Yes, I said women’s volley- 
ball. We do actually have a 
women’s volleyball team and | 
think they are the team to watch 
for this year. 

Most students don’t even 
know we have a volleyball team, 
and I think that’s one of the rea- 
sons they will shine in 2002- 
2003. 

They have a veteran coach, 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy, 
who can bring them to victory. 

Assistant Coach Jennifer 
Belcher is also returning for her 
fourth season. 

While most of the players 
have moved on, Yasiris Matis is 
one of the four players returning 
from last year’s squad. 

Yeah, yeah, I know the team 
went 4-8 last fall, but this year 
could be different. 

Coach MacAvoy is. opti- 
mistic and we should be too. 


(@ 
eh corge 


Crystal Springs Golf Club 


, Where 


18-hole 
72-par 


Hello Observer readers. | am 
Tim Silva and this is my second 
semester as Sports Editor. I feel a bit 
wiser and more knowledgeable with 
one semester under my belt. 

I am looking forward to finish- 
ing my time here at NECC with 
another strong semester of keeping 
students and faculty up to date on 
everything going on in the world of 
the Knights. 

I will be tough and sometimes 
downright harsh. But above all I 
promise to always speak the truth in 
my own special way. 


G ake a 


good golf 
comes first. 


Call for tee te: 978-374-9621 940 N. Broadway, Haverhill, Mass. 


MLB flirting with danger 


Baseball strike could open 
arms to the National 


Football League 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Cheering could be heard all over 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


Aug.22 extending into New 
Hampshire and the rest of New 
England. 


A walk off home run propelled 
the pride of New England sports fans 
to a 5-2 victory. 

The twist here is that the homer 
was hit in Williamsport, Penn. not 
Boston, Mass and it was hit by 12- 
year old Ryan Griffin of Worcester’s 
Jesse Burkett All-Stars, not Manny 
Ramirez or Nomar Garciaparra of the 
Boston Red Sox. 

The Worcester little leaguers and 
the Little League World Series came 
just at the right time. With Major 
League Baseball on the verge of a 
strike and the hometown Red Sox 
falling further and further out of 


playoff contention, New England 
baseball fans need something to 
cheer about. 

If it comes down to luxury taxes 
and collective bargaining verses pure 
unbridled enthusiasm for the game, 
fans will choose the latter. 

When Bud Selig and Donald 
Fehr are more recognizable than 
Alex Rodriguez and Ichiro Suzuki 
something is wrong. 

From the standpoint of a fan 
something is also wrong when play- 
ers are threatening to strike while 
making $20 million a year. 

They could care less that when it 
comes down to it the amount of 
money made isn’t the issue, all the 
fans care about is if the players are on 
the field. 

Come Aug.30, if baseball stadi- 
ums across the country are vacant, 
baseball fans and sports fans alike 
will open their arms even wider to 
the NFL. 

The parity in football, which 
includes a feeling at the start of each 
season that everyone has a chance, 
has become much more appealing to 
the American sports fan. 

MLB owners and players need to 
wake up and open their eyes to 


eo 


Time is running out 
on Commissioner 
Selig, the owners 
and the Players 
Association. 


what’s happening around them. 

The one-year anniversary of the 
most devastating tragedy in 
American history is right around the 
corner. If there is no baseball on 
Sept. 11, MLB will put the finishing 
touches on the grave it has been dig- 
ging since 1994. 

The ledge is getting closer one 
more step in the wrong direction and 
it will be the fans that go on strike 
and MLB that gets locked out. 

Time is running out on 
Commissioner Selig, the owners and 
the Players Association. The time has 
come for them to step up to the plate 
and do something unprecedented... 
think of someone other than them- 
selves. 


NECC sports in 2002 


Athletic Director 
optimistic about 


program 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


The start of a new school year is 
upon us and with it comes another 
athletic season here at NECC. 

Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy 
returned to campus Aug. 23, fresh off 
a well deserved vacation, ready to 
tackle her fifth season as AD and 
head volleyball coach. 

“T think the school really sup- 
ports us,” MacAvoy said. “We have a 
great returning coaching staff.” 

It’s been 12 months since the 
Assistant Athletic Director position 
ceased to exist at NECC and even 


a 


a coach to really develop consistency 
in a program. 
Men’s Basketball Coach Darren 


I think the school really 


supports us. 


though recent budget cuts have pre- 
vented it from being held again 
MacAvoy has continued to forge 
ahead. 

Her double duty as athletic direc- 
tor and coach allows MacAvoy a 
unique perspective on college athlet- 
ics. “Coaching helps me relate to the 
students, they see me in the gym as a 
coach and not just an administrator.” 

MacAvoy is quick to acknowl- 
edge that she couldn’t do it without 
her fellow coaching staff. “Besides 
women’s basketball we’ve all been 
here at least three years.” 

This fact is very important 
because it takes at least that long for 


—Sue MacAvoy 


Stratton is entering his fourth season 
as is Cross Country Coach Dawn 
Caputo. Kerry Quinlan will lead the 
NECC baseball squad for the third 
season hoping to build on the signif- 
icant progress the Knights have made 
under his watch. 

Despite all the positives sur- 
rounding the NECC athletic program 
the Knights suffered a huge loss on 
Aug. 9 when Women’s Basketball 
Coach Larry Snow resigned. Coach 
Snow had hoped the Assistant 
Athletic Director position would 
open up, creating a full time job for 
him, but no such luck. 

MacAvoy says a few candidates 


Gayle Simone photo 
Where it all goes down; the campus Sport and Fitness Center. 


have expressed interest and a deci- 
sion will be made in the not too dis- 
tant future. 

Caputo’s cross country squad has 
it’s work cut out for them, the team 
returns only one runner from last 
year’s nine person squad. However, 
with five new recruits expected there 
is light at the end of the tunnel. The 
team opens up Sept.14 on the road 
against Rivier. 

MacAvoy’s volleyball team will 
benefit from four returning players 
including 2001-02 stand out Yasiris 
Matis. Fourth year assistant coach 
Jennifer Belcher will join MacAvoy 
and Matis when the team opens up 
Sept.19 at home against Holyoke. 

As the fall months approach 
things will get increasingly more 
hectic in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 

“By October we have all sports 
going,” says MacAvoy. 

No one will hear anybody in the 
NECC athletic offices complaining. 
With the recent cuts to Massachusetts 
colleges athletic programs, including 
the entire North Shore Community 
College program, the hectic nature of 
a new season is a big sigh of relief. 
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Brady, 


Veteran leadership and 
an intimidating defense 
fuel Pats attack 


By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


When you've just completed a 
season that included a Super Bowl 
title and national recognition beyond 
comprehension what do you do for 
an encore? 

That’s the question Bill Belichick 
and the New England Patriots have to 
ask as they prepare to defend their 
title. 

Returning 20 starters, the entire 
coaching staff and with the acquisi- 
tion of several quality players the 
Pats actually look better on paper 
than they did in 2001. 

That being said, Coach Belichick 
will be the first one to acknowledge 
that neither last year or a stacked ros- 
ter count for anything. 

However, the team is interesting 
with many bright spots and more 
than a few question marks. 


Quarterback: For the first time 
in his three- year career this is Tom 
Brady’s team. 25 year old Super 
Bowl MVP, fresh off an off-season 
that would make the most famous of 
celebrities stop and take notice, has a 
lot to prove. In addition to trying to 
avoid the “flash in the pan” and “tone 
year wonder” labels, Brady has the 
daunting task of making Patriots 
Nation forget the name Drew 
Bledsoe. Equipped with above aver- 
age athletic skills, a mind for the 
game and natural leadership ability 
Brady is more than capable of 
accomplishing all of the above. 

_ Backing up Brady will be Damon 
Huard. The former Miami Dolphin is 
in his second year with the Patriots 
and serves as a more than capable 
option to replace Brady if needed. 

Rookie Rohan Davey, a fourth- 
round pick out of LSU, will replace 
Huard as third-string QB. Davey has 
experienced some difficulty adjust- 
ing to life in the NFL, but the coach- 
ing staff seems optimistic that he will 
get up to speed in due time. 


RunningBack/Fullback: 
Antowain Smith, coming off a 1,000- 
yard season in which he scored 12 
touchdowns, will head up the Pats 
running attack. Smith’s exploits in 
2001 earned him a new contract and 
all the pressures that come. with it. 
Duplicating his numbers from a year 
ago will be no easy task and: Smith 


has little help backing him up. é 


With the exception of fullback 
Mare Edwards, the Pats have no 
other legitimate scoring threat com- 
ing out of the backfield to compli- 
ment Smith. 


The usual suspects round out the _ 


depth chart at running back and full- 


ats gear up for run at repeat 


back. J.R. Redmond, Kevin Faulk 
and Patrick Pass all return and with 
the retirement of Walt Williams, all 
three looked like shoo-ins to make 
the team until the signing of Jamal 
Anderson on Aug.26. The former 
Atlanta Falcons Pro Bowler will 
more than likely cause someone a 
job. 


Receiver/Tight End: Led by 
Captain Troy Brown the receiving 
corps is one of the deepest positions 
on the team. Following a career year 
in 2001 (101 catches for 1199 yards 
and 5 touchdowns) Brown will be at 
the top of the strongest pass catching 
group the Pats have seen since the 
days of Staniey Morgan and Irving 
Fryar. 

David Patten, who was second to 
only Brown in catches and receiving 
yards in 2001, returns hoping to build 
on the success he enjoyed last sea- 
son. 

Patten has some competition 
however in the form of free agent 
pick-up Donald Hayes and second- 
round draft pick Deion Branch. 

Branch, the North Carolina State 
product, has received rave reviews 
throughout training camp. His speed, 
hands and nose for the ball remind 
many in the Patriots organization of 
none other than #80 himself. 

Hayes brings something to the 
table the Patriots haven’t had at 
receiver in awhile, height. At 6°4 
Hayes is the tallest Pats receiver by 
four inches. 


tight ends Cam Cleeland (New 
Orleans) and Christian Fauria 
(Seattle) to add depth and experience 
to the position. 

Barring health issues look for a 
lot of two tight end sets from the 
offense this season. 


Offensive Line: 2002 started out 
much like 2001 for the Pats offensive 
line. Veteran free-agent Rich Tyske 
retired during the first week of camp 
the same time as Joe Panos last sea- 
son. 

Injuries to Matt Light, Damien 
Woody and Joe Andruzzi caused the 
line to shuffle several times over the 
course of camp. The likely make-up 
for opening night on Sept.9 is similar 
to the line that suited up Super Bowl 
Sunday. 

One change from that group is 
the swapping of positions by Mike 
Compton and Damien Woody with 
Compton now at center and Woody 
at left guard. 

Another difference is the emer- 
gence of Kenyatta Jones as the start- 
ing right tackle. Greg Robinson- 
Randall, last year’s starter, failed the 
conditioning test on the first day of 
camp and has been in Belichick’s dog 
house ever since. 

Guard Adrian Klemm, a second- 
round pick in 2000, should finally 
make his presence felt this year. 


Defensive Line: The big three 
from last year Bobby Hamilton, 
Anthony Pleasant and Richard 
Seymour are all back along with line- 


photo courtesy of Patriots.com 


Bill Belichick and the 2002 Patriots coaching staff. 


3. 


Reservé Fred Coleman is next in 


line at 670. Coleman should make the « 


cut due to his value on special teams. 

Perhaps the most improved posi- 
tion on the team is tight end. The Pats 
used their first-round pick on Daniel 
Graham out of Colorado. Graham 
saw limited action in the pre-season 
due to shoulder problems but is 
expected to be ready to go come 
Sept.9. 

The Pats also signed free-agent 


man/linebacker Willie McGinest. 

~ Newcomers Jarvis Green and 

Bernard Holsey are still holding hope 

for a spot after strong play in camp. 
Steve Martin, a seven-year veter- 

an, should also contribute to the unit. 


Linebackers: Led by iron man 
Tedy Bruschi and grizzled veteran 
Roman Phifer the linebackers should 
be solid once again. 

Returning starter Mike Vrabel 


photo courtesy of Patriots.com 


Patriots Quarterback Tom Brady hopes for continued success. 


and Pats staple Ted Johnson anchor 
the squad while Matt Chatham and 
special teams captain Larry Izzo fight 
for playing time. 

Rookie Maugaula Tuitele is mak- 
ing a strong case for himseif as a 
back-up for Tedy Bruschi. 


Defensive Backfield: As the 
backbone of the team the corner- 
backs and safeties are lacking in 
depth but present an intimidating 
front. 

Led by defensive captain Lawyer 
Milloy the safeties hit hard and aren’t 
afraid to take chances. 

Tebucky Jones and free-agent 
Victor Green (Jets) open up very 
exciting opportunities for the Pats 
defense some of which we’ve 
already seen. 

In their 23-3 win over Carolina 
Aug.23, the Pats displayed three 
safety fronts substituting Green in 
place of a linebacker for several 
plays. 

The corners led by All-Pro Ty 
Law and Otis Smith have a lot of 
question marks. 

Antwan Harris, Leonard Myers, 
Brock Williams, Tommy Knight and 
Ben Kelly all are fighting to prove 
they belong. 


Special Teams: Who could for- 
get Adam  Vinatieri’s — heroics 
throughout the post-season? Well Mr. 
Clutch is back and so far in pre-sea- 
son action he appears not to have 
skipped a beat. ; 

Ken Walter, the Pats punter for 
much of last season, appears to have 
a firm hold on his job. 

Hopefully the Pats can establish 
consistent depth at linebacker, cor- 


nerback and safety so the likes of 
Milloy, Tebucky Jones, Otis Smith 
and Bruschi can afford to contribute 
to the kicking game as much as they 
did last year. 


The defending champs have a 
very tough schedule to tackle before 
they can set their sets on the playoffs. 

All things considered it’s a long 
season with many twists and turns 
(just look at last year). The Pats have 
all the potential in the world, let’s 
just hope it can be fulfilled. 

My prediction is, heading into 
the playoffs the Pats will be AFC 
East Champs at 11-5. 


photo courtesy of Patriots.com 


The Patriots offense celebrates a 
preseason touchdown. 


Page 16 NECC Observer’ Sept. 4, 2002 


MOS ES NbHe 


scalp 


ea NeHie: 
aes 


Students receive advice from the Academic Advising Center. 
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Maureen Vinci, NECC bookstore employee, helps a student buy her books. 


Making a new orientation video, (left to right) student Amaurys 
Urena, Student Activities Director Dina Brown and student Nate : 
Proulx, stop between takes for a picture. ) 
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Students wait in line to register for classes. 


